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EDITORIAL
The Fourth World Conference on Women and the NGO
Forum on Women to be held in Beijing , Ch ina
(September 4-15 and August 30-September 8, 1995),
holds great promise for all women but only to the extent
that women worldwide bring their activities to bear on the
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Over 30,000 women are expected to be in Beijing: that's
twice as many as went to Nairobi in 1985 for the Th ird
World Conference and NGO Forum . But impressive as
that may be, there are millions more of us who won 't be
in Beijing but who are nonetheless working away in our
small corners around the issues and concerns that will
be central to the deliberations in Beijing. How can we
ensure our voices are heard as they must be if Beijing is
to have meaning? What are the ways in wh ich we can
bring Beijing home?
We seek to answer that question in this, the first of three
special Beijing issues of The Tribune. In Section One we
highlight the main points in the Draft Platform for Action
so that groups can see for themselves whether and how
their concerns are being addressed and the need to
make an input if they are not being addressed adequately. We also take a step back and view Beijing within the
context of a century of women's struggles - since it is our
concerns and activities, and the concerns and activities
of our mothers and grandmothers which have made
Beijing, and Nairobi, and Copenhagen, and Mexico City
a reality. Looking forward to the year 2000 and future
struggles, we end the section with a rundown on the
involvement of young women in preparations for Beijing.
Elsewhere in this special issue of The Tribune, we
include information and experiences that will help groups
to .take pa~ in Beijing without leaving home - lobbying
skills, getting hooked into e-mail , raising funds for
preparatory activities- as well as an indication of how
World Conferences and NGO Forums work , and
resources that will keep you up to date and give you
background on the road that has brought us to Beijing.
In issues of. The .Tribune planned for March and May next
year we will shift the spotlight to regional issues and
activities, while still keeping you informed about activities
shaping up for Beijing 1995. And remember, The Tribune
1s for you to share your experiences, skills, resources
and issues with ot~er networks, and to support all of your
efforts before, during and after Beijing. Keep us informed
about your activities at home.
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THE BEIJING MEETINGS, 1995
BELONG TO ALL WOMEN

TWO MAJOR
WORLD EVENTS
FOR WOMEN WILL
TAKE PLACE IN
BEIJING, CHINA,
SEPTEMBER 1995.
FOURTH WORLD
CONFERENCE ON
WOMEN
AND
NGO FORUM
ON WOMEN,
BEIJING '95

We need to take action
at home to make sure
that our issues and concerns are heard.

ALL INVITED TO
4 PM MEETING OF

WANABEHERD
WOMEN'S
GROUP
TO DISCUSS WAYS IN
WHICH WE CAN
HAVE INPUT INTO
THE BEIJING
MEETINGS

"Has it all got anything to
do with us? I mean most
of us won't be going to
Beijing."

"Take it from me!
It means everything in the
world to all of us, and we need
to have our say."
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USING BEIJING TO MOVE FORWARD!
The two meetings at Beijing offer women countless opportun it!~s for organ izing , mobilizing, advocatin
educating, communicating , negotiating. NGO Forums have trad1t1onally served as a birthplace of new 9'.
works and organizations, as a launch pad for n~w vi~!on~ and initiatives ,.a_
n d as a meeting ground for~~
friends and new. The NGO Forum on Women In Beijing 95 , with an antIcIpated 30,000 participants h
no fixe_d agenda or set of objectives b~t rather will present a constantly evolving and open-ended ag~n:
emerging from the hundreds of gatherings, planned and spontaneous, that are expected to take place.
The UN Fourth World Conference on Women , in contrast, has a fixed agenda and will focus primarily on
negotiating a Platform for Action. Assuming this Platform is agreed upon (as was the document known as
the Forward-Looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women towards the Yea r 2000 at the Nairobi UN
World Conference in 1985), it will serve as the major policy document to which governments will be held
accountable in the coming years . Because of its importance in terms of government action, we are attempting to make available as much information as possible .
The Platform for Action is divided into six sections.
Section Ill lists the following ten critical areas of concern: (1) poverty, (2) health and education, (3) violence against women, (4) effects of armed conflict,
(5) economic structures and policies, (6) inequality
of men and women in decision-making, (7) gender
equality, (8) women 's human rights, (9) media, and
(10) environment.

DRAFT PLATFORM FOR ACTJON
Section J: Statement of Mission
Section If: GJobal Framework
Section ~If: Critical Areas of Concern
;~r:~;:~s,stent and Growing Burden of Poverty

This newsletter presents an edited
version of Section IV and in particular, the proposed action to be taken.
Its not too late to have an input.
Although the Regional Ministerial
Meetings and NGO Forums have
now concluded , there is one final
meeting of the UN Commission on
the Status of Women serving as
the Preparatory Committee of the
UN Fourth World Conference and
scheduled to meet 15 March 15-4
April 1995 in New York. The final
NGO Consultation will take place
on March 13-14, 1995, with an
NGO Forum Planning Committee
meeting on March 15.
PLEASE NOTE : In Section IV of
the Draft Platform, the critical areas of
health and education are split into 2
action areas. There is no action area
for environment, so we have added
one! This give 11 action areas.
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Section JV: Strategic Objectives Derived from the Critical Areas
of Concern and Action to be
Taken
Section V· F
.
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Section VJ· 1 t·
· ns itutlonal Arrangements for
Implementation and Monitoring of the Platform for Action
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Critical Area of Concern
Strategic Objective:
To Enable Women to Overcome Poverty

#1
POVERTY

Actions to be taken:
Gender-Sensitive Economic Policies
Assess poverty and gender implications of current macro-economic policies, including structural adjustment
programmes, especially those that have a direct impact on poor women.
National and international financial institutions
should study the effect they're having on the poor
and develop gender-sensitive policies and procedures, especially in programmes aimed at achieving
sustainable livelihoods.
Quantify and value women's unpaid work in agriculture, food production, reproduction and household
labour. Reflect these contributions in the Gross
National Product and other economic statistics,
defining the unpaid worker as a worker in the system of National Accounts .

IF WE SUCCEED ...

"With
wn land, I can feed my
d have some food over to
ket! Soon I'll have some
e can build ourselves a p
me. life is good!"

Target Policies & Programmes to Poor
Women
Increase education, training and health investments
in areas where poor women live and work.
Introduce women-friendly credit systems, promote
self-help organizations and assist female-headed
households.

Help Rural Women to Overcome Poverty
Provide rural women with equal access to land and
other productive resources, and credit and extension services.

Address the Needs of Women Migrant
Workers and Displaced Women
Migrant and displaced women are both extremely
economically vulnerable groups with specific needs
and mechanisms for solution. Therefore, actions
should be taken to improve their situation. In the
receiving countries, measures should be taken to
provide them with legal protection of their rights as
workers.
The Tribune #52 - November 1994 - International Women·s Tribune Centre
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#2

Critical Area of Concern

EDUCATION

Strategic Objective:
To Ensure Women's Access to
Quality Education and Training
for Self-Reliance at All Levels
and in All Fields and Sectors

Actions To Be Taken:
Achieve Education for All
Remove gender disparities in national education programmes and policies and provide education and training to girls as well as boys, and women as well as men , on an equal basis.

IF WE SUCCEED ...
"With
government's
help, my little girl can now
go to school, and I can go
back and get trained as an
agricultural officer!"

Bridge Gaps in Education Between Developing &
Developed Countries
Provide everyone in the South with the same quality education and training that is being provided in the North .

Prevent Girls Dropping Out of Formal Education
Since it is of vital importance to every country's development that girls
are educated and trained to take their place in the economic and social
life of the community, governments must do everything in their power to
enable girls and young women to stay in school to the highest level.

Prepare Women for the 21st Century
Encourage women and girls to enter new fields of study which offer broader career options, and facilitate their re-entry to the labour market after
they have had to interrupt their work to take care of children and family.

Participatory Decision-Making
Elect more women to the boards and committees of schools, training
courses and higher education authorities so they can influence where
funds are spent, and make sure girls and women are encouraged to
participate in education and training opportunities.

Gender-Sensitive Education & Research
Focus on materials that show the positive role and contribution of
women . Remove social stereotypes from curricula , textbooks and
teacher training programmes. Books should portray girls and
boys equally involved in every job or role .

Research By & On Women
Encourage and support research by and on women in bo th
human and natural sciences. Women researchers ga th ering statistics in the field tend to notice the contribu·
lions of both men and women!
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#3

Critical Area of Concern
Strategic Objective:
To Increase Women's Full Access to Appropriate,
Affordable and Quality Health Care and Related
Services

HEALTH

Actions To Be Taken:
Deliver Affordable & Accessible Health Care for All

twee

Adopt a comprehensive, integrated and adequately funded health service model for women that emphasizes
health promotion and disease prevention . It should include traditional health knowledge and care systems for
elders and ensure the effective participation and representation of women in planning and programme delivery.

Reproductive Health & Rights

rmal Ee.

tury

e

The target of reducing infant and maternal mortality by 50 percent must be met and efforts should also be
made to bridge the gap in qualitative and quantitative care between developed and developing countries.
Governments should provide adequate funding for reproductive health and family-planning programmes
that include education and consciousness-raising and that target men as fathers and persons responsible
for their sexual behaviour.
Ge nde r-se ns iti ve
programmes
to
combat HIV/AIDS
must be developed.

Research
Encourage and support research on
prevention,
treatment and healthcare systems related to diseases and
condWonsthat have
specific effects on
women .

IF WE SUCCEED ...
"The
Health Care Centre is
open to all. Medical care and
preventative treatment is free,
and women are especially welcome Today we also have our
traditional medicine expert
available"

Involve health workers,
particularly
women health workers, in gender-sensi tive research and
training.

The Tribune #52 - November 1994 - International Women's Tribune Centre
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#4

Critical Area of Concern

VIOLENCE
AGAINST
WOMEN

Strategic Objective:
To Eliminate Violence Against Women

Actions To Be Taken:
Address the Root Causes of Violence Against Women
Continue to study and publicise the links
between gender-based violence and male
power, privilege and control , and how this
affects relationships between women and
men.

WHEN WE SUCCEED!

Integrated Eradication Measures

"At
last! Our
own advoc a t e !
Someone who
will work at outlawi_ng violence
against women,
and who will
speak on our
behalf at
the UN."

Adopt national legislation in accordance
with the Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence Against Women .
Put in place training programmes aimed at
the judiciary, the police and health professionals, that enhance sensitivity and
ensure fair treatment of women who are
targets of violence.
Increase recruitment of women to the
police forces and encourage women into
the judiciary.
Provide legal and social assistance and
facilitate justice to women subject to violence.
Adopt special measures to protect women
in vulnerable situations such as women
with disabilities and women migrant workers.
Take specific actions against sex trafficking
and forced prostitution including the dismantling of international sex networks and the
design of special measures for medical and
psychological care.
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Critical Area of Concern
Strategic Objective:
To Increase the Participation of Women in Conflict
Resolution and to Protect Women in Armed and
Other Kinds of Conflict and Under Foreign
Occupation.

EFFECTS OF

ARMED
CONFLICT

Actions To Be Taken:
Bring More Women into the Peace Process
Countries and the UN should aim for gender parity in peace negotiations and conflict resolution. In other
words, there should be an equal number of women and men in peace negotiations and in all efforts to
bring about an end to conflict.
Women should be involved in peace keeping efforts in both civilian and military roles.
Recognize, reinforce and utilize women 's important multiple roles and expertise as counselor, peace
keeper, educator, therap ist and care-giver; in the family, in the classroom and in society at large.

Support Women Affected by Armed Conflict
All countries must observe international conventions and
laws, and when there are breaches, including genocide,
systematic rape , sexual slavery and forced pregnancy, governments must do something about it. This should include
an investigation of the breach then immediate action to rectify whatever damage has been done.

IF WE SUCCEED ...

When decisions are being made to rebuild societies that
have been devastated, women and men must work together. The special needs of women and children must be recognized , and the expertise that women bring must be reinforced and utilized.

Guarantee Assistance to Refugee & Displaced Women
Ensure women's equal rights and access in refugee determination procedures and asylum granting . Decisions
regarding refugees and displaced women must be shared
equally by women and men , and the refugee women
themselves given the respect due to them . Women must
be given equal access to all available resources and procedures. Special training should be given to law enforcement officers and members of military forces to prevent
violence against refugee and displaced women .

LED

Women will take hold of the peace
process and make things happen!

The Tribune #52 - November 1994 - International Women 's Tribune Centre
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#6

Critical Area of Concern

ECONOMIC
STRUCTURES &
POLICIES

Strategic Objective:
To Promote women's economic
self-reliance, including access
to employment appropriate
working conditions & control
over economic resources .
land,capital & technology

Actions To Be Taken:
Secure Economic Rights for Women
Eliminate all laws and regulations that discriminate against women in economic activities, especially rural
women , women in the informal sector and self-employed
"Here
IF WE SUCCEED ...
women . Many countries still have laws that prevent
e loan f
women from working in certain occupations or accessss you
ing loans to start businesses and other economic
planne
projects, severely lim iting women 's ability to make
a better life for themselves and their families.
Put in place employment programmes that target women; guarantee loans for women
entrepreneurs; and provide training in non-traditional areas of work . Value women's traditional work and recognize it in national
accounts and social security schemes.

Give Women Access to Resources,
Employment and Appropriate Working
Conditions, Market and Trade.
"At
last we have the
funds to lease a tractor
and
plant
more
crops!"

Countries which have not yet done so should
implement the principle of equal pay for work
of equal value by the year 2000. This means
that a woman doing a job that is of equal value
to a job being done by a man , should get the
same pay.

Create a Flexible, Supportive Work Place
Create a work environment that allows women
to participate in economic activities and gives
both women and men flexible time for family
and economic responsibilities. Take special
measures to eliminate sexual harassment at
the workplace so that women can do their
work without fear of sexual exploitation and
threats.

10

The Tribune #52 - November 1994 - International Women's Tribune Centre

I Area ,
trat ·
ro
·r
to

#7

Critical Area of Concern
Strategic Objective
Strengthen Factors that Promote the
Full and Equal Participation of
Women in Power Structures and
Decision-Making.

INEQUALITY OF MEN
AND WOMEN IN
DECISION-MAKING

Action to be Taken
Ensure the Training of Women to Become Decision-Makers
Revise school curricula and teaching materials to reflect women 's equality, rights and actual contribution
to decision-making .
Design traditional and non-traditional training programmes aimed at equipping women to participate in
management and decision-making in the public and private sectors.
Establish on-going leadership training structures at community level and orientation of political and legislative processes in management and professional training .
Promote the sharing of decision-making in the family as a norm .

Provide Equal Access, Participation & Opportunity in All Careers in All Sectors
Pass laws and institute administrative norms that give women equal opportunity in the public service, the
private sector, political parties, professional associations, trade unions and other non-governmental
organizations. In the meantime, put in place temporary measures to appoint women and men on an equal
basis to decision-making positions.

IF WE SUCCEED ...

1995
The Tribune #52 • November 1994 - International Women 's Tribune Centre
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#8

Critical Area of Concern

GENDER
EQUALITY

Strategic Objective
Integrate Gender-Equality
Dimensions into Policy and Programme
Planning and Implementation
at all Levels and in all Areas

Action to be Taken
Generate and Disseminate Gender-Disaggregated Data and Information for
Planning and Evaluation
Governments and the UN should increase the collection of gender-specific statistics and indicators and develop
new indicators that can show the gender dimension of policies and programmes. Measures should be taken
to strengthen and increase the analysis of this inforIF WE SUCCEED ...
mation for policy development, monitoring and evaluation. Resulting information should be widely dis"We've
seminated at both the national and international levwaited a long time to see
els.
some of our hard work really taken

into account by the government. It
should make a big difference!"

Strengthen National Machinery
Advancement of Women

for

the

National machinery should be placed at the
highest political level of governments, with
adequate staff and resources , financial autonomy and established links with other national
machinery and with the United Nations system .
Encourage integration and the active participation of women in advisory bodies with
national machineries , NGOs and related
agencies and institutions doing research on
women .

Train in Gender Analysis
Governments should develop tools for gender
analysis and require government officials to
apply these tools in developing policies and
programmes.
All key personnel should be trained in gender
analysis as a tool for planning, implementation and monitoring programmes and projects.
12

The Tribune #52 - November 1994 . International Wom en 's Tribun e Centre

~al Area
Strate~i ,

Critical Area of Concern
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Strategic Objective

o_Policy a;,

Apply and Enforce International Norms
and Standards to promote and
Safeguard the Full and equal Enjoyment
by Women of All Human Rights

ning a d
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#9
WOMEN'S
HUMAN
RIGHTS

Action to be Taken
Make International Instruments Effective
All human rights treaty bodies should include the status of women and the human rights of women in their
deliberations and findings and make use of gender-specific data. Tt~e High Commissioner for Human
Rights should monitor the extent to which human rights mechanisms are identifying violations and women
are enjoying their human rights.
Improve cooperation between the Commission on the Status of Women and the Commission on Human
Rights.
Governments that have not yet done so should ratify human rights conventions, especially the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) so that universal ratification is
achieved by the year 2000.
Sufficient resources should be provided in the regular budget of the UN to the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination Against Women to enable it to fulfill its mandate.

WHEN WE SUCCEED!

Implement International Norms in National
Practice
Governments are encouraged to enact laws and develop
public policies in keeping with international conventions ,
including CEDAW, and the Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence Against Women .
Special measures should be taken to safeguard, promote,
protect and improve the human rights and freedoms of
more vulnerable women - migrant women , refugee and displaced women , temporary women workers , women with
disabilities, women in situations of armed conflict, indigenous and rural women.

Achieve Legal Literacy
Improve legal literacy through information campaigns and
national training programmes on women's rights under
existing legal systems.

In June 1993, at the World Conference on
Human Rights in Vienna, we succeeded in getting women onto the agenda, with an emphasis
on violence against women.

The Tribune #52 - November 1994 - International Women's Tribune Centre
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#10

Critical Area of Concern

MEDIA

CriliC

Strategic Objective

"Now
I can work a
computer. I can
train other women
who want to learn to
use a computer. Then
we'll do our own publications and maybe get into
e-mail and start writing
articles about our lives,
and edit newspapers,
and run radio sta-

Enhance the Role of Traditional
and Modern Communications Media to
Promote Awareness of Equality
Between Women and Men

Action to be Taken
Involve

Guarantee the Access of Women to
Information and Participation in the Media
Governments should take steps to guarantee the rights of
all people to communicate , disseminate and exchange
information and to ensure access by women to information
and to the media on an equal basis.
Governments should support and encourage NGOs to
develop information material based on national experience.

~~·

~, a'

,~~ol
Measures should be taken to guarantee more balanced
participation of women in government-owned media at the
decision-making level.

Eliminate Gender Stereotyping in the Media
Governments and non-governmental organizations should
encourage a more positive presentation of women in the
mass media, through studies, awareness campaigns , promoting the development of codes of comfort and other
forms of self-regulation by media institutions, including
advertising associations and others.
National machineries for women should promote measures towards a more positive image of women.
Encouragement should be given to target measures that
promote gender equality.

ASW

14

The diverse and changing social and economic roles of
women in society should be accurately portrayed to society in general and young people in particular.
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#11

Critical Area of Concern

ategi

ENVI RO NM ENT
ction1

Actions to be Taken:
Involve Women in Programmes for Sustainable Development
Increase the proportion of women in programmes for sustainable development that involve decision-making , planning and technical management, and control of environmental degradation.
Eliminate constitutional and legal obstacles to women 's full participation in sustainable development and public life by the year 2000.
I'm
looking
forward
to the Town
Disseminate Gender-Relevant
Council
meeting
on
Saturday.
We've
Knowledge
both fought hard to be on the Committee
for Sustainable Development and now at
Dissem inate gende r-relevant knowledge and promote the enhanced
last we can really make things
value of women 's roles through eduhappen!
cation .
Develop environmentally sound technology in consultation with women .

Develop Consumer
Awareness to Promote
Sustainable Patterns of
Consumption
Develop programmes of consumer
awareness to promote sustainable
patterns of consumption , especially
in industrialized countries .

Taken from Agenda 21 , the United Nations
document to come out of the Earth Summit,
Rio de Janeiro, June 1992

IF WE SUCCEED ...
The Tribune #52 - November 1994 - International Women 's Tri bune Centre
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THE BEIJING PROCESS:

"It
was our mothers and
grand111others who built the
foun9,at1ons for the Road to
Be1Jmg. Now we have to continue the struggle."

p.rgen\ina
p.us\ra\ia
eang\adesn
eoli~ia
e1azil
canada
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"These
are a few more
action landmarks
established
by
women worldwide.
The list just keeps
growing'
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"Our mothers struggled from
day one at the United Nations
to ensure there was a space where
women's voices could be heard.
And over the years women have
struggled to ensure that space
would expand!"

UNITED NATIONS i
The
United
Nations
Charter preamble reaffirms " faith in fundamental human rights ... in the
equal rights of men and
women."
Women delegates demand special attention
for women 's concerns at
the first UN General
Assembly in San Francisco. The Economic and
Social Council (ECOSOC)
establishes a Sub-Commission (to the Com-mission on Human Rights)
on the Status of Women.

The first and only meeting
of the Sub-Commission
votes unanimously that a
full Commission on the
Status of Women is needed.
A Branch for the Advancement of Women is set up in
the Department of International Economic and
Social Affairs.
The Commission on the
Status of Women is set up
June 1946.

'il®cl®
The United Nations International
Research
and
Training Institute for the
Advancement
of
Women
(INSTRAW), proposed at the
IWY World Conference is temporarily set up in New York. It
is established in 1983 in Santo
Domingo. In 1985, the UN
General Assembly endorses
its statute.

The General Assembly
adopts a completed draft
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination
against
Women.

On the basis of research and
knowledge gained in 1975,
the UN declares the years
1976-1985 to be the Decade
for Women

'il®®'il

Mid-Decade World
Conference
for
Women and NGO
Forum,
Copenhagen,
Denmark.

18

United Nations Decade
for Women

The United Nations Voluntary Fund for Women is
established and becomes
permanent and autonomous
in 1984 as the United
Nations Development Fund
for Women (UNIFEM).

Convention on the
Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination
against
Women (CEDA W)
enters into force
with the 20 ratification required.

UN World Survey on the Role
of Women in Development
marks the first official recognition that women have a
major concern in all development issues at both macro•
and micro-level and is seen
as a turning point in the his•
tory of women 's issues i n - - -, .....
the UN system.
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AlljTIMELINE FOR WOMEN
'1]®~®
Article 2 of the Universal
Declaration of Human
Rights proclaims " everyone is entitled to all the
rights and freedoms set
forth in this Declaration
without distinction of any
kind such as race, colour,
sex...

1:1

The UN General Assembly recognizes that
women are "subject to
ancient laws, customs
and practices " inconsistent
with
the
Declaration and calls on
governments to abolish
them.

The
General
Assembly notes
continued
discrimination and
calls for a draft
Declaration
on
the Elimination of
All
Forms
of
Discrimination
Against Women.

The UN/CSW submits first draft of
Declaration.

'1]®®11
International Women 's Year {IWY)
World Conference, Mexico City :
Plan of Action calls for the preparation and adoption of the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women with
effective procedures for its implementation ;

The General Assembly adopts a
revised Declaration "to ensure
the universal recognition in law
and in fact of the principle of
equality of men and women."

'1]®11®

International Women 's Year (IWY)
Tribune, Mexico City. 6,000 women
participate in this non-governmental meeting parallel to the inter-governmental World Conference. The
IWY Tribune did not issue any declarations but resulted in the establishment of countless new women 's
organizations and projects worldwide,
including
International
Women 's Tribune Centre (IWTC).

E C O S O C
appoints a 15member working
group to begin
drafting a convention.

End of Decade World Conference on
Women , Nairobi, Kenya at which the
Forward Looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women (FLS) is
unanimously adopted . Now the UN
system really starts to move on
women 's issues and concerns. Both
the FLS and the lobbying of the international women 's movement played
a role in achieving this .
In 1988, the Branch for the
Advancement of Women is given the
status of Division and becomes the
central UN unit for all matters concerning women] .

The General Assembly urges " ratification of or accession
to the relevant international instruments
relating to the status
of women "

The System-wide Mediumterm Plan for Women and
Development adopted by
ECOSOC in 1987 comes onstream. It is based on the FLS
as well as various programmes and plans already
adopted in several UN organizations, and marks the first
time that all UN agencies and
organisations are given tasks
to implement for one particular aim.

Fourth World
Conference
on Women
and NGO
Forum on
Women,
Beijing,
China.
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ECOSOC initiates a
reporting system on
implementation of the
provisions
of
the
Declaration by governments.

A Second Systemwide Medium-Term
Plan for Women and
Development is now
being prepared. This
will ensure that the
process for implementation of the
Nairobi FLS within
the UN system is
secure beyond the
deadline of 2000.
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YOUTH GET ORGANIZED FOR
At the Third World Conference of
Women (Nairob i, 1985) many
young women attended the NGO
Forum on an individual basis.
The World YWCA organized a
forum for youth pr ior to the
Forum , but otherwise, there was
no particular programme for
youth.
This time round , the UN
Secretariat of the Fourth WCW
and the NGO Forum on Women
office has actively sought to
involve young women in the
preparatory process.

Bfl,

"In
Beijing, we young
people will in many ways
be taking over the struggle
from our mothers and
grandmothers"
"It's
good that we have been meeting
and discussing our input. Let's hope our
amendments to the Platform for Action really
make a difference. From now on, it will be up to
us to make things happen"

/ ·~•so/,,
l((lf;J<

I

8, J ·; C:
S: :" ;2·

~,~e•C!1

rt, ~,•
THE BU I LDI NG OF A YOUTH
CO N SULTATION

cc3'xl ,

AM[NDM[N

"The Voices of Youth " programme organized by the UN
Fourth World Conference on Women Sec retariat is li nked
to the regional meetings and aims at ensuri ng that the concerns of youth will be reflected in the Platform for Action.

FEBRUARY: PRINCETON UNIVERSITY, USA
A consultation of 20 youth representatives from all the
regions . Participants put forward ways of involving youth
worldwide in the Beijing process:
DECENTRALIZE THE PROCESS and base ii in the five United
Nations regions with each region determining its own priorities,
processes and activities.
OPEN TH E PROCESS to all concerned about and committed to
equality of young women and men.

LOBBY for youth perspectives and concerns to be incorporated
into the Platform for Action through the regional preparatory conference processes.
TAKE ACTION at local levels that will strengthen you th driven
grassroots organizations to develop programmes on gender
issues.
STRENGTHEN LI NKS between youth NGOs and women's NGOs.
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BEIJING & BEYOND
JUNE: ASIA-PACIFIC YOUTH CONSULTATION,
JAKARTA
LEARNING TO LOBBY :
Young people who participated in this
Consultation used their document, Asia-Pacific
Region Youth Caucus Amendments to lobby
official delegates and NGOs.

"Basically you /lave to sweet talk them," said
Sabrina from Bangladesh .
"This conference has opened the door for youths
worldwide. Now we feel a part of the Nations
Building component," said Sophia from the
Solomon Islands.

ING Of t

"We will carry our lobbying experience back home,
where we will reach out to youth at the grassroots," said Lina from Hong Kong .

SULTATIO\
AMENDMENTS/PLATFORM FOR ACTION:

. .. AND,
THE CONSTRUCTIO,-.,~ OF
A YOUTH CAUCUS
SEPTEMBER 25-29, 1994:
LATIN AMERICA-CARIBBEAN
YOUTH CAUCUS & CONSULTATION,
MAR DEL PLATA
YOUNG WOMEN'S CAUCUS DOCUMENT

Youth organized by the FWCW Secretariat in
Jakarta and in Mar del Plata have also brought
their perspective to bear on amendments :
"Women 's Rights must not only be protected at all
stages of life, but also inspire a new generation of
women and men working together for a more
humane society .. ."
(Mission Statement)

''The patriarchal structure weighs us down, manifesting itself in something we call adultcentrism
that believes youth lack the ability and capacity to
define their own destiny .. .Yet youth, specifically
young women, can become the agents of change
since they are most affected by the determination
in the lives of the majority as a result of the current
development model.
Young Women 's Caucus Doc., Mar de/ Plata,

"There is a need to define young women as a special group , distinct from the girl child and the adult
woman . Poor education , lack of employment
opportunities and sexual exploitation of young
women are problems of increasing magnitude as
economic expansion in the region seems to be
marginalizing women rather than bringing them
into the mainstream ."
[Global and Regional Overview]
There is a need for more opportunities for girls to
access education . Across all areas, young women
should be recognized as a critical sector of society
that has difficulties in accessing social services ."
[Education and Social Services]

The aim at the regional meetings is to facilitate young
women coming together to represent their own issues.
With this aim in mind, the NGO Forum on Women '95
Office worked with a Youth Caucus of 26 young
women at the Regional Preparatory Meeting for Latin
America and the Caribbean in Mar Del Plata in
September, 1994. The mix of young women ranged
from young school students to representatives of
young women 's collectives (which have been developing in Costa Rica, Mexico, Argentina , Brazil) . Out of
this caucus came The Young Women 's Caucus
Document, an analysis of what it means to be young
women in their societies . That document will be taken
to the NGO Forums at meetings in all world regions ,
and used to build linkages
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Consultations already held at Regional Ministerial Meetings
Europe/North America: October 17-21, 1994 (V!enna, Austria):
World Conference Secretariat Youth Consultation & NGO Forum
on Women Beijing '95 Office-facilitated Youth Caucus.
Western Asia: November 6-10, 1994 (Amman, Jordan):
World Conference Secretariat Youth Consultation & NGO Forum
on Women Beijing '95 Office-facilitated Youth Caucus.
Africa: November 16-23, 1994 (Dakar, Senegal):
World Conference Secretariat Youth
Consultation & NGO Forum on Women
Beijing '95 Office-facilitated Youth Caucus.
Meetings Still to be Held:
Commission on Status of Women/March 15 April 4, 1995. NGO Forum on Women Office-facili
tated Youth Caucus
PrepCom for World Summit on Social Development,
dnuary 16-27, 1995. Youth Caucus planned
World Summit for Social Development/March 1995. Youth
Caucus planned
lnterGenerational Dialogue: NGO Forum on Women Beijing '95
Office. March 15-April 4, 1995 during CSW.
An intergenerational dialogue between young women and women from
all sectors of the women's movement is planned by the NGO Forum '95
office. The objective is to create linkages between young women and
women who have been working for equality, development and peace for
years. Such a dialogue should encourage listening and learning from
each other, the sharing of experiences and the building of a concept of
mentorship.

NGO Forum on Women, Beijing. August 30-September 8, 1995.
Youth Day planned. Also Youth Tent. Contact Zonny Woods (see
below)
Contacts
Sherrill Whittington, Advisor on Youth Activities
Fourth World Conference on Women Secretariat
DC-2-1234, United Nations, New York, NY 10017
FAX: (1-212) 963-3463 / e-mail: un.wcw.doc
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Zonny Woods, International Youth Coordinator
NGO Forum on Women '95 Office
211 East 43 St., Suite 1500, New York NY 10017 USA
FAX: (1-212) 922-9269 / e-mail: ngoforum95@igc'.apc.org
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SO WHAT'S IN THE
MIX FOR BEIJING?
Of

There
are two major events planned for
Beijing in September 1995: one for government delegations with non-governmental observers, and one for everyone
and anyone working on issues of concern to women.

THE GOVERNMENTAL MEETING
Ms Gertrude Mongella (Tanzania) is the Secretary-General of the World Conference. She
heads up the World Conference Secretariat/Division for the Advancement of Women which is
responsible for organizing the conference and preparing the documents. The World Conference
Secretariat is located at UN headquarters in New York.
The Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development & Peace, Sept. 4-15, 1995,
will be convened by the United Nations at the Beijing International Conference Centre. Government delegates will meet for two weeks to work on a Platform for Action aimed at achieving greater equality and
opportunity for women . The three previous World Conferences were in Mexico City (International Women's
Year, 1975), Copenhagen (1980} and Nairobi (1985) .

THE NON-GOVERNMENTAL MEETING
Khunying Supatra Masdit is the Convenor of the NGO Forum on Women '95 and Ms. Irene M. Santiago is
the Executive Director. The NGO Forum Planning Committee is responsible for all Forum logistical
matters , including registration , requests for activity space and time. However you are responsible'
for your own travel and accommodation plans.
The NGO Forum on Women Beijing '95 , August 30- September 8, 1995, will be held
at the Beijing Workers Sports Services Centre which is situated about 20 minutes away from the site of the official conference. "Look at the world
through women 's eyes" will be the overall theme of NGO Forum
on Women activities leading up to Beijing. The
theme will also provide
the framework for _ _ _.,..,__
the programme of
activities
being
,,__ _ _ __,_ organized for the
Forum . NGO forums at each of the three previous World
Conferences on Women have served as rallying points for
women worldwide , and have seen the beginnings of
important women 's networks and organizations. Many
government delegates participate in Forum

L------. events,

and daily - - - - - - •
newspapers keep
the two meetings
informed of each
others activities.
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THE WORLD CONFERENCE
At the Fourth World Conference on Women , only
government delegations can fully participate .
NGOs can take part as observers without the
right to vote , if they are accredited with the United
Nations (see box below) . Relevant NGOs in consultative status with the Economic and Social
Council of the UN (ECOSOC) or accredited to
the Conference may be given an opportunity to
address the Conference briefly in plenary meetings and in meetings of subsidiary bodies.
The Conference will establish one or more Main
Committees, which may set up subcommittees or
working groups. It is in the Main Committees that
the drafting of documents will take place. Draft
documents then return to the plenary for approval
at the closing session.
ACCREDITATION
Who Can be Accredited?

NGOs in consultative status with the UN
Eco-nomic and Social Council (ECOSOC)
and relevant NGOs who apply for accreditation for the preparatory meetings and the
World Conference itself may be accredited
as participants or observers. All participants
and observers attend as part of a governmental , intergovernmental or organizational
delegation . Individuals cannot be accredited. Limits may have be set on how many
representatives each organization can
send, but the World Conference Secretariat
is looking favourably at both international
and national NGOs becoming accredited.
Just be sure to write early and get your
application to the World Conference on
Women Secretariat (address below)
What's the
Deadline for
Accreditation
The last date
on which an
organization
can apply is
January 13,
1995.
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Where Do Organizations
Apply?
NGO Accreditation ,
Fourth World Conference
on Women Secretariat,
Division for the
Advancement of Women,
Two United Nations Plaza,
Room 1204,
New York, NY 10017, USA.
Fax: (212) 963-3463

PLENARY MEETINGS
GOVERNMENT DELEGATIONS.
ACCREDITED NGOS CAN
PARTICIPATE AS OBSERVERS

OPENING CEREMONY
(GREAT HALL OF THE PEOPLE)
A.M .

OPEN ING SESSION
(INTER. CONVENTION CENTRE)

P.M.

I
I
I
I
I

ONGOINGISESSION

I
I
I

t
CLOSING SESSION
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WHAT IS THE NGO FORUM ON WOMEN?

The NGO Forum on Women is the NGO program parallel to the UN Fourth World Conference on Women. The Forum has two goals: to influence
the document called the Platform for Action that UN member states will adopt in Beijing; and to hold a substantive and celebratory Forum
highlighting women 's vision and strategy for the world in the 21st century. The Forum's theme and challenge is to "Look at the world through
women's eyes." The Forum will take place at the Beijing Workers Sports Services Center from 30 August to 8 September 1995.
REGISTRATION PROCEDURES

Who needs to register for the Forum? Each individual, regardless of organizational affiliation, who wishes to attend the Forum in Beijing
must register individually by 30 April 1995. Representatives of NGOs accredited for the UN Fourth World Conference on Women must register
for the Forum if they wish to have access to the Forum. Similarly, registration for the Forum does not give NGOs access to the UN Conference.
To obtain observer status to the UN Conference, NGOs have to be accredited. For information on the accreditation process for the UN
Conference, please contact : NGO Accreditation, UN Fourth World Conference on Women, 2 UN Plaza, Room 1204, New York, NY 10017, U.S.A.

How to register for the Forum? The registration form must be completed and mailed to the NGO Forum on Women Office with the USD
50 fee and 2 passport-size photographs. Payments must be made in US DOLLARS by money order or traveler's checks. The photographs will
be incorporated into a Forum identification pass which will be available upon arrival in Beijing. No one will be admitted into the Forum without
this pass. No registrations will be taken on-site.
What about accessibility? The NGO Forum on Women Office is committed to providing a barrier-free meeting.
What about visas? The NGO Forum on Women Office will issue two copies of a letter confirming registration for the Forum. One copy of this
confirmation letter should be presented to the Chinese Embassy or Consulate for visa purposes. Please bring the second copy to Beijing in order
to obtain your Forum identification pass.
HOTEL RESERVATIONS & TRAVEL

All hotel reservations will be handled exclusively by the China Organizing Committee in Beijing. Hotels are located within a 15kilometer radius of the Forum site. Hotel reservations will not be made if the individual is not registered for the Forum.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING THE HOTEL ACCOMMODATION FORM
Please leave Registration Number blank . It is for official use only.
To reserve a hotel room in Beijing
1. Complete the form and send 11 to the China Organizing Committee
2. Before reserving rooms , the China Organizing Committee will verify with the NGO Forum on Women Office that you
have registered for the Forum
3. Upon verification , your hotel accommodation form will be processed and you will receive an accommodation
arrangement notice .
4. Within 20 days of receiving this notice , send 10% of the total amount to the hotel The reservation will then be confirmed .

Please note that the NGO Forum on Women Office Is not able to arrange travel for participants.
FORUM ACTIVITIES

The NGO Forum on Women Office is coordinating all on-site activities during the Forum and will make every effort to accommodate activity
requests. Due to space limitations, all organizations proposing an activity on-site must submit an official Activity Request Form to the NGO Forum
on Women Office by 30 April 1995.
In addition to the space reserved for requested actIvItIes, the Forum will provide, for free, the following : a resource center where NGOs can
display their informational material, space dedicated to regions and themes, and a marketplace for handicrafts and goods.
A limited number of booths and tents will also be available for rent. For more detailed information, organizations interested in renting booths or
tent s should write to the NGO Forum on Women Office, Suite 1500, 211 East 43 Street, New York, NY 10017 • USA.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The NGO Forum on Women Bulletin, which you will receive automatically when you register, will keep you updated on the organization of the
Forum . Any relevant information you might need, including information about interpretation/translation, child care costs, customs and
transportation in Be11ing will be published as soon as II becomes available. We encourage you to look out for the Bulletin. •
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1 The above preferential rates exclude service charge . Actual rates may have a 10%
fluctuation.
2 Suites are available . Rates may be provided upon request.
3 Budget Class rooms provide public bathrooms and toilets .
4 Special services for the disabled are available . Please note in ··Remarks ' · if
requested .
5 The above preferential package rates are guaranteed to those who forward this form
before 31 March 1995. On the basis of first-come -first-served, the deadline is set to
be 31 May 1995 (as indicated by the sending postmark) .
6 Reservation fee will be collected upon which your reservation will be confirmed . So
please send 10% of the total rate to your hotel for reservation within 20 days after
receiving the hotel-issued accommodation arrangement notice.
7 Please fill in the form in either English or Chinese and forward it to the address below.
China Organizing Commmee
Fourth World Conference on Women and
NGO Forum on Women Beijing '95
No. 15 Jianguomen Street
Beijing 100730
P.R. China
Tel: (861) 5221133 ext 3006
Fax: (861) 5225329

i~PJJ
1 i;)J:-Jfl-fftj}m~tt~-fft, ::f~~ml11l*flt, Jtt-fftm~10¾1¥i;fJ$.

~faJ.m-JtG:*~~3 --fft~~m~mt;\:~fa]~~f,}r.
4 PJ ~~~Af/!~~~Jlll*, t!r~~m:tE "J=l:E~}J(" q:it£fY3.
s 19951¥3.li 31 s liliffiiTtt.m-~~.11tm~tt;m;-fft. ttm%Ncl;A5t*5tl11l*
jj~_!j!tl, ffiiTlxJ.l:atfaJ~jj 19951¥ 5 Ji 31 B (l;A~ilifti~tijjlft).
2

6

ffiiT~mffi~Mffi~~- -~ffi~~m1±m~~WB~~~m~M~B

mflt 89 10% fl= jj BI iT ~.

~!is~ .11t iifl v-. ttm 1.i1i iT.

7 mffi~~~q:i~~~. *~~~~hl~OOq:i~ffl~~-

mIDDXi!tW~3(:k~El~Fi&Jf.fffl~~3(~~q:J liffl~~
~
ill:: q:J 00.:H:JitltOOfl:kffi 15 ~ 1005 ~
111ai&t.l~: 100130
~
iii: (861) 5221133 ~ 3006 7rfJl
ffl-

Jt :

(861 ) 5225329

;,~~I IS INTERGOVERNMENTAL
~TIONI

NGO
LOBBYING
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NGOS CAUCUS,
DEVELOP STATEMENTS, WORK ON
PARAGRAPHS, AND
MEET WITH DELEGATES
AROUND THE EDGES
OF ALL THE MEETINGS.

SUB-(OMMITTEE(S)

~

MAIN
COMMITTEE(S)
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WORKING GROUP(S)
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FINAL DRAFT OF THE PLATFORM FOR ACTION , OTHER DOCUMENTS, RESOLUTIONS, REVIEW
AND APPRAISAL, ETC . GO FROM THE COMMITTEES, SUB-COMMITTEES AND WORKING
GROUPS BACK TO THE PLENARY FOR FINAL APPROVAL BY THE WHOLE CONFERENCE.
.__
____,

____________________________
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EVERYONE IS INVITED r
Some 30,000 women from 180 countries are expected to attend the ~GO Forum on Women, Beijing ,95 _
6,000 participated in the IWY Tribune in Mexico City (1975), 10,_ooo m the NG~ Forum in Copenhagen
(1980) and 15,000 in Forum '85 in Nairobi, Kenya (1985). They ~•II come from villages, towns and cities
in Africa, Asia, the Pacific, the Caribbean, Latin America, the Middle East, Europe and North America.

A MAP OF THE SITE FOR THE NGO FORUM ON WOMEN, BEIJING '95
GONGRENTIYUCHANGBEROAD

4
WORKERS

STADIUM

ngo
forum
on
women
beijing
'95
°
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FORUM '95
REGISTRATION
Who can register?
Anyone can register for the NGO Forum on Women, Beijing '95, by filling out a registration form and sending
it with 2 passport size photos and $50 (travelers check or money order only please) to the NGO Forum on
Women Beijing '95 Office (address below). Organizations who plan to have several representatives participating need to pay a registration fee for each representative . Registration forms, request for activity forms and
hotel accommodation forms are enclosed with this issue of The Tribune. Make copies if you need several, or
write to the NGO Forum on Women Beijing '95 Office for more. Please send the registration and request for
activity forms back to the NGO Forum Office in New York. Send the hotel accommodation form to the China
Organizing Committee listed on the accommodation form,

Where do I send the registration form?
NGO Forum on Women Beijing '95, 211 E. 43rd Street, Suite 1500, New York, NY 10017, USA
Fax: (1-212) 922-9269

What's the deadline for registration?

April 30, 1995

KEY TO MAP:

IW0TI0wl

=

Parkland (trees)

....

=

Entrances

---1=
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Tent Area. Tents
will be erected for
activities and other
things as needed.
Market place, a
space for displaying and marketing
silk garments and
other specialties of
China.

Exhibition Buildings.
These are being especially constructed for
exhibitions and displays. One will be for
displays mounted by
women of China.

Activities and/or services
requmng
cqmputers,
copiers and other electrical equipment will be
held in the Gymnasium.

Many events and activities
are
planned
for
the
Workers Stadium, including the Opening Ceremony,
the Market Place and some
cultural events, such as
dance, drama, etc.
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FUNDING STRATEGIES
OECD/DAC FACILITATION INITIATIVE
The ""Facilitation Initiative" is a process started by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, Development Assistance
Committee (OECDIDAC) Women in Development (WID) Expert Group to enhance donor coordination in providing supplementary support
for World Conference preparations.
To move the initiative along, members of the WID Expert Group have offered to take lead responsibility in promoting coordination of support to Conference preparations on a regional basis. These members are called Regional Lead Donors (RLOs) and will be working in collaboration with existing donor groups and national machineries.
While there is no "pot" of financial resources for this initiative, many bilateral donors have re-oriented their ongoing programmes to focus
more strongly on one or more aspects of the preparatory process. For information about the OECD/DAC initiative, contact the focal point
designated for your region: PLEASE NOTE: Several bilateral donors have contributed to the UN Central Trust Fund. These funds are earmarked for NGO paricipation in the regional preparatory meetings and in Beijing. To access these, NGOs should apply to the relevant UN
Regional Commissions Women in Development Unit. (e.g. EGA, ESCAP, ECLAC, ESCWA, ECE)
ANGLOPHONE AFRICA

Regional Lead Donor (RLD): The Netherlands
International Contact Person
Saskia Vleer
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
P.O. Box 20061
2500 EB The Hague, NETHERLANDS
TEL: (31-70) 348-6604 / FAX: (31-70) 348-4883

Western Sub-Region: Regional Focal Point
Dr. Felicia Ekejiuba
Regional Programme Officer Anglophone West Africa
UNDP, P.O. Box 2075
Lagos, NIGERIA
TEL: (234-1) 269-21-41 /5 / FAX: (234-1 ) 269-17-46
FRANCOPHONE AFRICA

Regional Lead Donors: Canada and France

Eastern Sub-Region: Regional Focal Points
WID Specialist
Royal Netherlands Embassy
P. 0. Box 41537
Nairobi, KENYA
TEL: (254-2) 22-71-11 thru' 14 or 33-24-20
FAX: (254-2) 33-91-55

International Level Contacts
Marnie Girvan
Women in Development, Policy Branch
CIDA, 200 Promenade du Portage, 7th Floor
Hull 1 K1 A OG4, Quebec, CANADA
TEL: (1-819) 997-6007 / FAX: (1-819) 953-6356

Southern Sub-Region : Regional Focal Points
Monique Calon
First Secretary, WID
Royal Netherlands Embassy
P.O. Box 31905
10101 Lusaka, ZAMBIA
TEL: (260-1) 26-03-92 / FAX: (260-1) 25-02-00

Michele Gallibour
Sous-Directeur de la Sante et du Developpement Sociale
Ministere de la Cooperation et du Developpement
20 rue Monsieur, 75007 Paris, FRANCE
TEL: (33-14) 783-01-72 / FAX: (33-14) 554 34-30

Stella Tandai Makanya
288 Zimbabwe Women's Resource Center and Network
(ZWRCN)
Herbert Chitepo Avenue , Corner Seventh Street
P.O. Box 2192
'
Harare, ZIMBABWE
TEL: (263-4) 73-74-35/79-24-50 / FAX: (263-4) 72-22-49
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Comite Scientifique d'Experts Femmes et Developpement
Secretariat Permanent: Mme. Jocelyne Berdu
lnstitut des Cordeliers
15 rue Ecole de Medicine
75006 Paris, FRANCE
TEL: (33-14) 25-67-87 / FAX: (33-14) 32-58-34
Khardiata Lo N'Diaye
BP 634
Dakar, SENEGAL
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LUSOPHONE AFRICA

LATIN AMERICA

Regional Lead Donor: Portugal

Regional Lead Donor: USA and Spain

Sonia Castro
lnstituto da Cooperacao Potuguesa
R. Braamcamp 84 - 4e Esq
1200 Lisbon , PORTUGAL
TEL: (351-1) 386-3131 / FAX: (351-1) 386-2608

International Level Contacts
Martin Hewitt/Joan Wolf
Office of Women in Development
USAID, Department of State, Room 714 SA 18
Washington, DC 20523-1816
TEL: (1-703) 875-4668 I FAX: (1-703) 875-4394

SOUTH EAST ASIA

Regional Lead Donor: Sweden
International Level Contact Person
Carolyn Hannan-Andersson
Head of Gender Office
SIDA, Birger Jarlsgatan 61
S-10525, Stockholm, SWEDEN
TEL: (46-8) 728-5377 / FAX: (46-8) 612-4980
Regional Focal Point
Gender & Development Office
Asia Pacific Development Centre
Persiaran Duta
P.O. Box 12224
50770 Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA
TEL: (60-3) 254-8088 / FAX: (60-3) 255-0316

SOUTH ASIA

Regional Lead Donor: Denmark
International Level Contact
Birgit Madsen
DANIDA, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Asiatisk Plads 2
DK 1448 Copenhagen , DENMARK
TEL: (45-33) 92-13-32 / FAX: (45-33) 92-07-80

Regional Focal Points:
(1) Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal
Shireen Huq
Adviser, Women's Development
Royal Danish Embassy
House 1, Road 51 , Gulshan
Dhaka 1212, BANGLADESH
TEL: (880-2) 799/882 / FAX: (880-2) 883 638
(2) India, Bhutan, Maldives, Sri Lanka
Karuna Anbarasan
Royal Danish Embassy
11 Aurangzeb Road
New Delhi 110 011 , INDIA
TEL: (91-11) 301-0900 / FAX: (91-11) 311-0961

Pilar Perona Larraz
Agencia Espanola de Cooperacion Internacional (AECI)
Ministerio de Asuntos Exteriores
Avda. de los Reyes Catolicos, 4
28040 Madrid , SPAIN
TEL: (34-1) 583-8502 / FAX:( 34-1) 583-8686
CARIBBEAN

Regional Lead Donor: United Kingdom
International Level Contact Person
Dr. Rosalind Eyben/Morag Alexander
ODA, 94 Victoria Street
London SW1 E 5JL, UNITED KINGDOM
TEL: (44-71) 917-0349 / FAX: (44-71) 917-0197
Regional Focal Point
Head of Women's Desk
Caribbean Community Secretariat (CARICOM)
Bank of Guyana Building
P.O. Box 10827
Georgetown , GUYANA
TEL: (592-2) 69281 thru' 9 / FAX: (592-2) 67816
PACIFIC

Regional Lead Donor: Australia and New Zealand
International Level Contact Person
Pamela Ginn
Director, WID Section
AIDAB
GPO Box 887
Canberra, ACT 2601, AUSTRALIA
TEL: (61-6) 276-4660 I FAX: (61-6) 276-4870
Regional Focal Point
Laufitu Malani Taylor
South Pacific Commission
57 Duncan Road
Suva, FIJI
TEL: (679) 301-178 / FAX: (679) 301-654
General Coordination Consultant:
Dr. Emma Hooper
2a, Hampstead Hill Gardens
London, NW3 2PL, UNITED KINGDOM
TEL: (44-71) 435-0157 / FAX:( 44-71) 435-1169
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A BUDGET
FOR BEIJING

AIRFARES
Link up with other women who are planning to make the trip to
Beijing then check your /~cal travel agent about t~e possibility of
getting group rates. Here s the kmd of figure you II be looking at
region-by- region:

"Our group would like to send a
representative to Beijing so we can get
first hand reports and make our views
known through her.
What is it going to cost us?"

Approximate Cost per person (group rates may be available)
FROM

Asia
Pacific
North America / Europe
Latin America/ Caribbean
Western Asia
Africa

US$ 620 - 890
US$1500-2200
US$1500-2200
US$2500-3000
US$1850-2700
US$1850-2550

This is the bare minimum we think you'll need for your daily
expenses:
MINIMUM Spending Money: (minus accommodation)
(Food!Transport)/day: US$20/day x 9 days =$180

<;,a ina
-~c~J~
'.'.,pop

t siPP

HOTELS
PER DIEM

.·r,.,
,,, 1~5

The cost of hotels in Beijing ranges from as little as $5.00
to as much as $260.00 p er day. A Hotel Reservation Form
is enclosed in this issue of The Tribune for your convenience. You must register first.
Book early to make sure you get a bed!

HOTEL RATES

_ra,se
---~j

~.:,,1ecna

·;:;1oinl/ue
••,.110,delega
_·:,::er.1oinl

(per day, per person , for 9 days. All $'s are US $'s)

APPROXIMATE COST RANGE
Participants coming from:
Asia
Pacific
NA /Europe
Latin Am/ Caribbean
Western Asia

US$ 845-3410
US$1725-4720
US$1725-4720
US$2725-5520
US$2075-5220

*
1 star
**
2 star
***
3 star
**** 4 star
*****5 star

US$ 5-15
US$ 20-50
US$ 50-80
US$ 80-120
US$120-180
US$180-260

(1 bed}
(per room)
(
"
)
(
)
(
)
(
)

TOT AL/9 days
$
45-135
$ 180-450
$ 450-720
$ 720-1080
$1080-1620
$1620-2340

NGO FORUM: SENDING SISTERS TO BEIJING
The NGO Forum on Women '95 is sponsoring a project called Send A Sister to Beijing. The project seeks to raise funds
"to support the participation of young activists, indigenous leaders, media professionals and women who have not previously attended an international gathering with their peers. " The project is mainly directed at raising funds from individuals
and corporations in the North, but anyone can make a contribution by buying an NGO Forum T-shirt for US$20.00.

The T-shirt is white, 100% cotton and has the
NGO Forum on Women logo on the front. On
the back, in five languages, is the NGO Forum
theme:

"Look at the World
Through
Women's Eyes"
TO ORDER SALE ITEMS BROCHURE
NGO Forum on Women Beijing '95 Office
211 East 43rd Street
Suite 1500
New York, NY 10017
Fax: (1-212) 922-9269
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WOMEN'S LOBBYING
STRATEGIES ...
W

lobby: corridor, vestibule or

El RAHi

TO 8[111~(

--

101f.o co~nen logo •

~uages,is

atthe W

'hrou~n .

~en'sE~

entrance hall in a public
building; group of people who
try to get popular and/ or
political support fo r a
particular cause or sectional
interest; to frequent the lobby
of a legislative chamber (or
UN) trying to influen ce the
members (or delegates) in
the chamber; to influence
the passage of a bill (or UN
document) by lobbying.

"NGOs
are not allowed
inside the Drafting
Committee room. Only
government delegates
can participate."

UN Security

omen have always lobbied . Whether it has been in the community
where we live and work, or in legislative chambers in our states and
countries , we have fought for our rights in whatever way we could, and
increasingly, we have been successful.

An example of women 's success at strategizing and combining efforts has
been the recent efforts of women 's groups at the United Nations. NGOs in
general have become more organized with their lobbying efforts since UNCED
(the UN Conference on Environment and Development, 1992), at which time
the system of accreditation for NGOs was relaxed . Before UNCED, all NGOs
needed to have Consultative Status with the UN Economic and Social Council
to participate as observers in UN meetings. Now, NGOs can apply to become
an accredited observer for any specific UN meeting on a one time basis.
But whether NGOs have consultative status (and many international women's
organizations do) or are accredited as an observer
for one specific meeting only, they cannot take part
in the actual drafting of documents. They are
observers, not participants, and have limited rights
UNITED NATIONS
only.
CONFERENCE

ROOM

In the months prior to UNCED , we women
combined our efforts in a variety of ways to get
our issues and concerns into the UN plan of
action known as Agenda 21 . One of the most
successful strategies was the daily women 's
caucus at the preparatory meetings.
Caucuses have become an important organizing
tool in the preparation processes for all the major
UN conferences held or planned since UNCED,
including WCHR (World Conference on Human
Rights-Vienna , 1993), ICPD (International
Conference on Population and DevelopmentCairo , 1994) SOS (Social Development SummitCopenhagen , 1995) and FWCW (Fourth World
Conference on Women-Beijing, 1995).
By combining our efforts, we women have been
able to take our issues and concerns to
delegates , and thence into the drafting
committee.
So , how exactly does a women's caucus or lobby
function? In the following 2 pages , we have
outlined some of the main steps in a successful
caucus strategy at the UN.
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LOBBYING STRATEGIES OF WOMEN.

1.

• • •

Representatives of women 's groups participating at a
Preparatory Committee meeting (PrepCom] for a
UN conference, arrive independent of each other.
All have the same objective: to ensure that
women are included as equal partners in every
section of the draft documents.
It takes very little time to realize however,
that each can achieve much more by
combining efforts .
Coming together as a Women 's Caucus, they
begin to meet every morning to review the
results of the previous day's meetings , to share
information and to plan follow-up actions.

4.

3.

Representatives
of
women 's groups then use
the daily statements to
lobby their respective
government delegations .
By combining efforts and
skills in caucus sessions,
NGOs can talk with
delegates knowledgeably, give helpful sugges!ions on possible changes and adaptations , and add specific
issues and concerns where they have been left out (e .g.
women's human rights in the initial drafts of the UN human rights
documents) . Ideally, paragraphs can be offered to rectify the
situation!

Discussions can be held with
delegates over coffee/tea ...

NGOs need to be creative about tracking down delegates.

"on the run "...
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..and/or standing in lobbies .. _
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AT UNITED NATIONS MEETINGS
Task Forces are usually
organized around the major
priority areas within the draft
documents: health , poverty,
environment, media, etc .
They study the draft
documents within the context of their particular
subject area and do
rewrites
or
suggest
changes.

A major part of the work of the
women's caucus in addition to
providing a forum for all women
to air their views , issues and
concerns is the monitoring of
all amendments and re-writes
of the draft documents . In
order to be able to focus on
specific subject areas within
the draft documents , the
caucus breaks into Task
Forces.
t,,NI

The Task Forces report
back to the caucus
daily. From these
reports , daily caucus statements
are produced relating to the part of
the draft UN document being discussed by
delegates that day.

5

•

M

t~

Task Force on
Heallh

From the PrepCom comes the
final draft document for the
World Conference on Women in
Beijing, September 1995.
Delegates to the World
Conference will forge the final
Platform for Action from this
rJocument .

6.

~~co s ~o~
q,~ M~~ ~~

s

--- ()z
PLATFORM
FOR
ACTION
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LOBBYING STRATEGIES IN THE REGIONS
The first of the five planned Regional Ministerial Meetings
around the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing,
was held in the Asia and Pacific region in Jakarta
Indonesia , June 1994. Representatives of women'~
groups across the region participated as observers
and together came up with several very successful
lobbying techniques. Along with daily women's
caucuses, much like those described on the two
previous pages , two strategies in particular stand
out.

STRATEGIES OF ASIA AND
PACIFIC NGOS

NGOs WEARING SASHES THAT ANNOUNCED MAIN
CONCERNS OF WOMEN WELCOMED DELEGATES AT THE
ENTRANCE .

On the opening day of the Ministerial Meeting,
NGO representatives lined the entrance wearing
sashes that promoted the main concerns of
women . As they arrived , dignitaries saw the
women lined up and naturally assumed that they
were some kind of official welcoming party. So they
shook hands with each woman , noting the words on
the sashes as they passed by.

A Women in Development Symposium held in Manila ,
Philippines in November 1993, had resulted in a farreaching NGO Plan of Action for the Asia and Pacific
region . More than 500 representatives of NGOs from
across the region had participated in the symposium.

ASIA & PACIFIC REGIONAL MTG
-NGO SECTION-

Copies of the NGO Plan of Action were in the hands
of all of the women as they arrived to participate as
official observers at the government meeting. The
Plan had a bright yellow cover so was clearly
recognizable . The women had decided that each
time a mention was made of the Plan , they would all
wave the book high in the air. The strategy was
carefully developed , and speakers were "set up" to
mention the NGO Plan of Action during important
plenary sessions .
The Plan became a hot item , and NGOs were
approached by delegates who wanted copies for use
by their country delegations.
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THE WOMEN WAVED COPIES OF THE NGO PLAN OF ACTION
WHENEVER IT WAS MENTIONED BY ONE OF THE SPEAKERS
AT PLENARY SESSIONS.
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LOBBYING STRATEGIES IN COUNTRIES
By far the most important arena for lobbying
strategies is within our own countries. It is
at national level that women must make
changes in the laws that discriminate
against us, and in the way society looks at
who we are and what we do.

JEGIES Of All
PA(lfl( N~

I

Speak ou t at public
meetings.

Lobbying strategies take many forms at
country level, and the women who live in
those countries are the best strategists . You
know how to reach your leaders, you know
how to reach the community at large.

Use your local and national
newspapers to publicize issues
you want included on the
Platform for Action .

Speaking out at public meetings is a basic
strategy, perhaps with the draft Platform for
Action in hand , or a brief report that you and
your group has written on a major issue of
concern to women in your country, an issue
you want to see placed before the World
Conference on Women by your delegation .

Speak out on th e radio.

Speaking out on the radio will get this
message even further afield. If it's possible
to present the issue on television , that 's
another great way to get people talking .

Maybe you can get important issues
onto a television programme.

Get your message into the newspaper,
either as an interview, or by alerting the
press that you will be holding a press
conference on an important issue before the
country concerning the rights of women .

WOMEN 'S BUREAU

And don 't forget that there is a National
Preparatory Committee for the Fourth World
Conference in your country , often the
Women 's Bureau . Take your issues and
concerns to your National Preparatory
Committee.

Take your issues and conce rns to you r country's
National Preparatory Committee.

The more you can get an issue out into the
public domain , and the more people you can
get behind specific concerns of women in
your community, the more chance you will
have of getting those concerns onto your
country's list of priorities.
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LOBBYING LESSONS LEARNED ...
The following is a summary of the lessons le~rned by NGOs
participating at the Jakarta meeting

1.

NGOs should closely monitor the official preparations.
You need to make sure there is adequate space for NGOs to meet, and that there is
access to the official documents. Also, lobby for time for NGOs to speak at the plenary.

2.

NGO briefings are an absolute necessity.
Daily briefings provide a base for NGOs to share information , and to plan strategies
and actions.

3.

4.
5.

Have an information table where NGO documents can be distributed. Additionally,
a banner with the name of the Regional NGO Working Group and a bulletin board for
announcements will give you visibility and a way of maintaining contact with each
other.
Plan "media events" that will catch the eye of the national, regional and
international media.
The more people you have that are knowledgeable about the concerns and issues
being brought to the meeting by NGOs, the more chance you will have that these
issues will be taken seriously by the official delegates.
Prepare short, printed statements that are timely and strategic, for delegates to
use in drafting sessions.
Long , involved statements will be ignored by officials . Keep your inserts crisp and to
the point.

6.

Always brief NGO newcomers and include them in the process.
Not everyone can attend meetings full-time , and NGOs (particularly those from the
host country) will come and go as they are able. They need to be briefed and included
to the extent possible, otherwise a valuable resource is lost.

7.

Set up committees/task forces on specific issues and concerns, and put skilled,
well-briefed chairs in charge.
In addition to task forces on major issues (e.g . health , environment, violence against
women, etc .) you also need task forces on such areas as press, information and
documents, lobbying strategies and collective actions . A well-informed, skilled
chairperson is a must.

8.

Special efforts are required to have an issue area that has been excluded or
ignored inserted into the documents.
For some NGOs, there is a feeling that their specific area of interest has not been
dealt with in the official document(s) , and when this is the case , special strategies
need to be adopted. An example of this is the issue of women science and
technology, a majo_
r ~oncern of groups worldwide who are organizing ; major science
and technology act1v1ty at the NGO Forum in Beijing.
Adapted from NGO Forum on Women '95 Bulletin, Number 4, June/July 1994.
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NETWORKING THE
E·MAIL WAY
Help!! Women On-Line
Please let us know how you
are using e-mail to network
for Beijing. Our deadline is
approaching so please send
your notes as soon as
possible.
Thanks!
IWTC <iwtc @igc.apc.org>

\ \ Isis International-Manila is uploading Women Envision, a
monthly bulletin with the latest
information on the World
Conference and NGO Forum
on Women. I#
Mananita C. Vlllanba , Isis lnternalional
email : 1sis @phil.gn.apc.org

\ \ Women in the former
Yugoslavia are exchanging
ideas for workshops and
funding for the Vienna
NGO Forum. I#

\ \ At the International Conference
on Population and Development,
the NGONET Team downloaded
and printed messages sent from
NGO's worldwide and passed the
information directly to the
appropriate delegation. I#

Kathryn Turnipseed , BaBe
email babe_zg@zamir-zgztn.ze r. de

Patricia Garce, NGONET
email: pgarce @chasque.apc.org

SHARE
Conference announce ments
N ewsl etters
Funding directories

\ \ In Africa, e-mail use for the
Beijing process has seldom
been used. I am sharing
information with other women 's
organizations, by repackaging
and sending it by post/fax. I#
Cecilia Kinu thia-Njenga
email: ceceliak @elci.gn.apc.org

Acti on al erts
M eeting reports
Press releases
Sampl e letters
N ews stories
Software

hofd

comm .

tttee

meetings
co.Write
Publicatton
·
ma;nta. s
m . If)
a1/ing 1·
ISts

\ \ We need to have women around the
world linked up every day, not just
every few years. I#
Genevieve Marcus

World Federalist Associa tion Women's Comrn1ss1on

\ \ I have been looking to
see who else is going to
Beijing and to try to set
up a workshop on
research on women 's
issues. I#
Jacqueline Marie
email : jmarie@scilibx.uscsc.edu
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ON-LINE sI STE RS ...
"Do you happen to know
whether we could access email and Internet in Beijing
or anyone else who is
interested in doing this?
How can I get connected?"
Jacqueline Marie
email: jmarie@scilibx.uscsc.edu

"During the Preparatory Committee for the World Summit
for Social Development in August 1994, we posted
Women's Caucus documents within hours or days of their
creation. Women activists log into their computers to track
the Women's Caucus and give input, even if they aren 't at
the meeting itself. They advocate at home, generate press,
lobby their delegations and organise action."
"One example ... During the closing days of the International
Conference on Population & Development, the Women's
Caucus members were rushing to complete an article on
women, population and development. We went on-line and
moments later, the crucial passages from other documents
were incorporated straight into the article."
Barbara Ann O'Leary• WEDO• 845 Third Avenue,
15th Floor• New York, NY 10022 USA
tel: (1-212) 759 7982 • fax: (1-212) 759 8647 •
email: wedo@igc.apc.org

EXPERIENCES ... STRATEGIES ...
"If you are not going to Beijing , you can lobby your delegates at the two
world meetings by using the same email lobbying system established at
the International Conference on Population and Development. There
messages sent to the APC' information and communication room wer~
downloaded by NGONET and handed over to the delegation indicated.
This successful experience undertaken at ICPD has the potential to
become a very fast, easy-to-use and powerful lobbying tool in Beijing as far
as it enables women with access to e-mail to express their viewpoints,
comments and critiques during the Conference and therefore to monitor
and influence delegates' positions in the debate."
Patricia Garce, NGONET • Casilla Correo 1539 • Montevideo 11000 • Uruguay
tel: (598·2) 496192 • fax: (598·2) 419222. email:

" I use e-mail frequently to get information about
Beijing to distribute to women's groups in Nova
Scotia. We are a setting up a discussion group on
the local "Freenet" which is a free public access
electronic network for Nova Scotians. I hope to see
the use of electronic communication increase as
Beijing approaches."
Katherine McDonald • Nova Scotia Advisory Council on the Status of
Women • P.O. Box 745, Halifax, NS B3J-2T3 Canada.
Fax: (1 902) 424 0573 • Tel: (1 902) 424 8662
email: nacsw@web.apc.org

I'm a freelancer, working for German Television and am using
email and APC for getting information on women 's groups
activities and actions. I would be glad if you can pass on to me
some of the information you got on this call , because I'm planning
a feature on "women on-line" for the end of this year."
Sabine Slampfel • W1nkelsfelder Sir 2
40477 Duesseldorf • Germany
lei/fa x: (49·21)146-5323
email: s.stampfel @nadeshda.comhnk.apc.org

*ASSOCIATION FOR PROGRESSIVE COMMUNICATIONS ...
APC. __
• has established special electronic "meeting
places" (called conferences) for Beijing
planning and preparations.
• has established women's outreach focal
points will provide assistance to groups who
want to get on-line. Member networks are
also planning activities.
• plans to provide computers and training in
Beijing and regional preparatory meetings.
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APC is a global computer communication network dedicated
to providing low cost services to those working for
environmental sustainability, women 's rights, development,
peace, education and other social justice issues. It has 16
member networks and over 50 partner networks worldwide
who have a collective membership of over 20,000 users in
133 countries . Contact: Sally Burch
Ecuanex
12 de octubre 622
Of 504
Casilla 17-12-566, Quito, Ecuador
tel : (593 2) 528 716
fax: (593 2) 505 073
email: sally@alai.ecx.ec
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... IDEAS ... PROBLEMS ... ISSUES ...

LOOKING AHEAD

E-mail is proving an essential tool in our efforts to influence official documents
lobbying ettorts and building consensus. The National Action Committee'~
member_s have a long history of using e-mail among ou rselves but now we've
hooked into the APC _system which means we can link with women 's groups in
Canada and 1nternat1onally. Soon we'll begin to have our materials on-line
including a new insert "The Road to Beijing" in our newsletter Action Now!
'
Linda Ya nz • NAG Beijing Cllee • c/o Woman 10 Woman • 606 Shaw Stree t
Toronto , Ontario • Canada M6G 3L6
tel: (1-416) 5328584 • fax: ( 1-416) 5327688
email: perg @web.apc.o rg

We have just sent a questionnaire to
women 's organisations worldwide , to see
how many are interested in cooperating with
other women 's organizations using e-mail. Our next
step is to establish some kind of global discussion
group between women 's NGO's.
Locally we plan to provide workshops on how to use email by connecting with Internet. We are getting good
reactions from people because not many opportunities
are provided to learn about electronic tools.
Yayoi Taguchi
Yokohama Women's Assoc1at1on for Communication and Networking •
Forum Yokohama • 13F Landmark Towe r• 2-2-1-1 Minatomirai, Nish1-ku •
Yokohama, Japan 220-81 • tel: (81- 45) 224 2002

Zambian
NGO's are using e-mail
for sharing information on AIDS
and other health information and to
receive documents from the
International Conference on
Population and Development. Key
papers from the conferences are
now kept at local libraries.
Regina Shakakata
email : rshakakata@ fl.n761 .z5. fidonel.org

E-mail is fantastic for those who have access to it
which stresses the first problem : it is good
lobbying only those who have it, read, or make
use of it. But it costs us money to receive
incoming mail and also to send.

to;

I would like to explore the possibility of linking the
Beijing Conferences to local TV/Cable stations
and local electronic bulletin boards set up in
strateg ies places . We can probably get local
sponsors for that.
Anna Leah Sarabig • Women's Medi a Circle Foundation• 151 -A
Mahiyain St Siktuna Village • Quezon City • Philippines
tel (63-2) 924-4949 • fax: (63-2) 921 -0955
email: womedia@phil.gn.apc.org

fax: (8 1-45) 224 2009 • email: ywacn @apic.orIp

"To
keep a balance between my technical and spirit
side, I keep my Afro-Cuban drums
and my computer in the same room."
Gisele MIiis
1826 Harvard Street, NW
Suite 30 • Washington , DC 20009 USA
email: gisele@lgc.apc.org

Technomama, the computer networking project at WATER
(Women's Access to Electronic Resources) facil itates and
encourages the use of electr onic mail as a tool for
networking and activism among women ' s group s
worldwide. The first phase of this project is training ("each
one, teach one") of women from diverse backgrounds wh o
are involved in community activist work.
Ana Sisnett/G1 sele Mills • TECHNOMAMA
109 Johanna Stree t• Austin, Texas 78704 USA
tel: (1 512) 444 1672 • fax: (1 512) 472 1043
email· technomama @igc. apc.org
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STARTING OUT ... AND ... GETTING CONNECTED
What if I don't have a computer?
We have been following e-mail since it is the most
cost-effective way of getting information for most
cash-constrained African NGO 's and individuals.
We closely monitored the International Conference
on Population and Development via e-mail , mainly
depending on people who have access to on-line
connections to send us the materials (we have
none in our sub-region). Unfortunately this process
also means that the selection is made for us! But it
is the best we can do for now, until we find a
cheaper gateway, hopefully direct access to the
Internet.
EcoNews Africa is part icularly committed to
ensuring that women 's organisations are up and
running. The survival of women in Africa, given the
repercussions of World Bank structural adjustment
policies is critical. And since the decisions that
affect Africans seem now to be made at the
international level, the use of fast , affordable
communication channels for advocacy are
indispensable. E-mail has met our need. Of
course the fact that the bulk of professional staff in
EcoNews Africa are women also has a bearing on
our priorities!

Contact a local library and ask whether they
have access to APC conferences and/or the
Internet and whether you can send e-mail
messages using their systems.
Ask a women's organization you know to send
you summaries of on-line discussions and
documents.
Contact the Association for Progressive
Communications Women 's Outreach
Programme to ask for your local network or for
assistance with getting on-line (see address
on page 39).

If you do have access to e-mail,
consider...

Wagak1 Mwangi/Mercy Wambu1 • EcoNews Africa • P O Box 764046
Nairobi, Kenya • teVfax (254 2) 604682
email: econewsafnc@mukla.gn .apc.org

r - -- - - -- - - ----························ - - - ~
At this stage , we tend to use e-mail as a fax
substitute. The growth of e-mail use on the
International Baby Food Action Network is slow and
I think that this is mainly people are coming to
terms with the new technology and remembering
that it is an option.

sending summaries of on-line discussions
to members of your network who don't
have e-mail.
repackaging on-line information into other
formats.
featuring on-line information in your
newsletter or radio programme.

Pall y RundalVDav1d MeikleJohn • lntemat1onal Baby Milk Action Network
email: babymilkac11@gn.apc.org

faxing on-line messages or conference

· for
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WHAT YOU NEED TO JOIN THIS GLOBAL FORUM
[access to] a computer+ modem+ direct telephone line+ access to an electronic network
You also need word processing+ communications software for the computer

(a_
v?

communications
software

modem

.

telephone 1ack
(direct line)
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RESOURCES

Questions, Answers and Other Information about
the Beijing Process!
"Fill
out a request form for
activity time/space and send
it to the NGO Forum on Women
Office. They will try and connect
you up with other groups
working in the same
issue area."

"I'd really like
to connect with other
people working on the same
issue. Maybe we can work
together on a panel or workshop
In Beijing? How can I make
contact with them?"

Q

A

ohavea~s1t

~r...

"We
hope
to
send
someone
from
our
organization to participate in
the NGO Forum on Women in
Beijing '95, but we need a letter of
invitation for our Board of Directors
to see that we are indeed invited to
participate, and a letter of
confirmation to get a visa from
the Chinese Embassy. Who
can we get these
letters from?"

Q

your representative
has filled out the official
registration form and sent it with
US$50 registration fee and 2
passport size photographs to the
NGO Forum on Women Office, she will
receive a letter of confirmation. This
can be used for obtaining a visa
from the Chinese embassy or
consulate . Please request a
letter of invitation if you
need that also."

There
are
many
sources for information
about
plans
and
preparations for the
two world meetings on
women to be held in
Beijing
in
1995.
Probably the best
sources however, are
women's groups, NGO
focal
points, and
national preparatory
committees right in
your own region and/or
country.
Some of the publications, radio programmes and audiovisual materials being
produced in different
parts of the world are
listed on the following
pages. Then, at the end
of this special "Beijing"
issue of The Tribune,
we hav'3 listed some of
the resources produced by IWTC that
should help you and
your group get involved in the issues,
activities, plans and
preparations for putting women's concerns
onto
the
worlds
agenda.
There is an order form
for IWTC materials on
page 47. All other

materials

must be

ordered from the
address listed with
each publication.
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REGIONAL l~I
LATIN AMERICA

ASIA AND PACIFIC
Women Envision

Hacia Beijing '95 {Spanish)

ISIS International Manila,
P.O. Box 1837, Quezon City Main ,
Quezon City 1100, Philippines.
Tel: {63-2) 99329/ (63-2) 997512

Isis International ,
Casilla 2067 Correo Central ,
Santiago, CHILE,
Tel : (56-2) 633-4582, Fax (56-2) 638-3142,
e-mail : isis@ax .apc.org

-~ 01J ,
·,,1ie1

~-,:Fede
.'{,x 922
,;: A
-06-68

Reaching Out
Asia Pacific Regional NGO Working Group,
2234 New Petchburi Road ,
Bangkok, Thailand.
Tel : {66-2) 314-4316. Fax: (66-2) 718-0372
Contact: Thanpuying Sumalee Chartikavanij ,

Towards Beijing '95
Women's Feature Service (WFS) .
Daily newspaper at Asia-Pacific WID Symposium
November 1993 and
Asia-Pacific Ministerial Conference,
Jakarta, June 1994.
Cost: US$10 set
Contact: WFS , 49 Golf Links
New Delhi, 110003, India
Tel: {91-11) 462-9886. Fax: (91-11) 461-1138
e-mail : TCN 1850/Also conference : apngowid.meet

AFRICA:
Femmeline
UN/ ECA African Women 's Training Centre.
P.O. Box 3001
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: {251-1) 51-44-16 (ext.301)
Fax: (251 -1) 51-27-85
e-mail: PADIS@Padisgn-apc.org
Contact: Mebo K. Mwaniki

Mercedes Urriolagoitia,
Coordinadora Subregional Andina ,
IV Conferencia Mundial sobre la Mujer,
Foro Alternativo de ONGs,
Edit. Gozalves:
Av 6 de Agosto #2657 , esq . Gozalves,
piso 17 Of. 01 ,
P.O. Box 6133, La Paz, BOLIVIA.
Tel: (591-2) 32 7002. Fax: (591-2) 37 1460

FEMNET
African Women's Development and
Communication Network,
Raja & Sons Building, Westlands ,
P.O. Box 54562,
Nairobi , KENYA.
Tel : 254 2 440299 / Fax: 254 2 443868

~NeWS
:,')~09I

.i:isNa
::iau
;:-a.el
:•22191

io Centre
FIRE\
Feminist International Radio Endeavour
Radio for Peace lnt'I ,
APDO 88, Santa Ana, COSTA RICA,
Tel : (506) 249-1821, Fax (506) 249-1095
FIRE is a space for alternative communication , a forum for
women worldwide to strengthen the international
consciousness of women . FIRE is broadcast on Radio for
Peace International, an international short-wave radio
station dedicated to the issues of peace, social justice, the
environment and cultural exchange. Broadcast daily in
Spanish and English at 1800,000 and 0600 UTC (Universal
Coordinated Time) on the following frequencies: 21.465
MHz; 13.630 MHz and 7.375 MHz.
FIRE invites women around the world to send tapes
representing women's points of view on all issues.

THE CARIBBEAN

Our Rights
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Avances '95 {Spanish)

Cafra News
Caribbean Association for
Feminist Research and Action
P.O Bag 442, Tunapuna,
Trinidad and Tobago .
Tel : {1 -809) 662 1231 . Fax: (1-809) 663 6482
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PUBLICATIONS
WESTERN ASIA

NORTH AMERICA

Voice of Jordanian Women

On the Road to Beijing

Quarterly newsletter of the
General Federation of Jordanian Women
P.O. Box 922126,
Amman, JORDAN :
Tel: ( )66-68-97 Fax:( ) 69-48-10

Women's Bureau,
US Department of Labor and
Bureau of International Organization Affairs,
US Department of State .
Contact: Ms. Diane Faulkner/Harriet Harper
Tel : (1 -202) 219-6601

EUROPE
NGO News for the ECE Region
NGO Working Group on Women for the ECE Region ,
Palais des Nations,
E2-1 /Bureau des ONG ,
1211 Geneve 10, SWITZERLAND :
Tel : (41 22) 917 4735 Fax: (41 22) 917-0181

Oslo Centre Newsletter
Ms. Marianne Laxen ,
P.O. Box 267, 00171
Helsinki, Finland .
Tel: (358-0) 160-4367 Fax: (358-0) 160-5402

Mobilizing for Beijing '95
lnterAction Commission on the
Advancement of Women,
1717 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, 8th Floor,
Washington DC 20036.
Tel : (1-202) 667-8227 / FAX (1-202) 667-8236
e-mail : karih@igc .apc.org

Priorities '95 US NGOs for Beijing
US Council for INSTRAW,
7515 Claremont Avenue,
Berkeley, CA 94705.
Fax: (1 -510) 849-2223

INTERNATIONAL
Women on the Move (Fr. Sp.

Eng.)
Secretariat of the World Conference on Women ,
Division for the Advancement of Women ,
DC2-1234, 2 United Nations Plaza,
New York, NY 10017.
Tel : (1-212) 963-8385 / Fax: (1-212) 963-3463

Fourth World Conference on Women:
Fact Sheets (Fr. Sp. Eng.)
UN Department of Public Information
Room S-1040, United Nations,
New York, NY 10017.
Tel : (1-212) 963-1262 Fax: (1-212) 963-4556

NGO Forum on Women Bulletin
NGO Forum on Women '95 Office,
211 E 43rd Street, Suite 1500,
New York, NY 10017 .
Fax:(1 -212) 922-9269
e-mail : ngoforum95 @igc.apc.org
The Tribune #52 - November 1994 - International Women 's Tribune Centre
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RESOURCES
India: Going to Beijing

On the Road to Beijing
-The Manila Symposium
(28' I Colour I English / Cost: US$100.00}
This Women's Features Service production is directed by
Anita Anand and covers the Asia-PacificWomen in
Development Symposium of NGOs in Manila, Philippines
(November 16-20, 1993) - the first regional meeting of
NGOs leading up to the UN Fourth World Conference on
Women in Beijing '95. Women from 32 countries of the
region , reviewed the Forward Looking Strategies - a
document passed at the UN World Conference on Women
in Nairobi, 1985 - and the progress of women in the last
seven years. The WID Symposium focused on the
experiences and expectations of women in development.
Economic growth as a development model was analysed
while environmentally sustainable visions centering on the
needs of people emerged as the most appropriate leading
to the empowerment of women .
Contact:
Women's Features Service
49 Golf Links, New Delhi,
110003, INDIA.
Tel: (91-11) 462-9886 / Fax: {91-11) 461-1138 /
e-mail: TCN 1850

The Women's Decade: Beyond Beijing
by Sue Ducat,
WETA, Washington, DC.
TEL: (1-703) 998-2600.

Behind the Images (Cost: US$25.00)
Women's Media Watch,
P.O. Box 344 Stony Hill,
Kingston 9, Jamaica,
Fax (809) 927-9363 c/o Firedrich E. Stiftung,
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18:45 minutes
Women's Feature Service
(Language :
English/Cost:
US$7.OO/cassette):
Women in India started early to plan their strategy for
the Fourth World Conference of Women in Beijing
1995. For the first time activists and the government
are working together so the voices of marginalized
women will take centre stage in Beijing. It is a
process activists hope will continue long after the UN
Fourth World Women's Conference and NGO Forum
on Women are over.
Contact:
Women's Feature Service
49 Golf Links, New Delhi,
110003, India.
Tel: (91) 11462-9886 / Fax: 114611138 /
e-mail: TCN 1850

It's Up to Us
by Bea Milwe, 1986
(58' I Colour I Cost: US$250)
In July 1985, thousands of women of every colour,
religion, class and country came together in
Nairobi, Kenya for the historical UN end-of-the
Decade for Women World Conference. This
compelling videotape documents the experiences
of the National Black Women's Health Project
delegation. Issues raised at the NGO Forum
include: appropriate technology for developing
countries , Arab-Israeli peace , racism and
polygamy. Its Up to Us is an important tool for
d1scuss1ons on women in the South and on the
Forward-Looking Strategies for the Advancement
of Women .
Contact:
Women Make Movies
462 Broadway, 5th Flo~r.
New York, NY 10013.
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IWTC PUBLICATIONS

What Beijing-related publications does IWTC have planned?
IWTC offers a special BEIJING '95 PACKAGE which enables individuals and community
groups to participate in the Beijing process regardless of whether they plan to go to the UN
World Conference and/or the NGO Forum on Women or not. Details of IWTC Beijing-related
materials are as follows:

6 ISSUES OF PREVIEW '95
3 SPECIAL ISSUES OF THE TRIBUNE
Free to Individuals and groups in the South
$22.00 incl. postage for individuals and groups in the North (N.America, Europe, Japan, Australia & New Zealand)
[Late subscribers will receive back copies to make up the total package]

WHAT YOU GET!
PREVIEW 95:
Six issues of IWTC's occasional bulletin that will keep
you up-to-date on plans and preparations for the UN
Fourth World Conference on Women and the NGO
Forum on Women , Beijing '95.

THE TRIBUNE:
SPECIAL ISSUE NUMBER 1 (THE TRIBUNE #52)
Get Ready! Connecting Global Action to Local
Issues. Issues and proposals contained in the Draft
Platform for Action; Beijing in the context of women's
struggles from 1900-2000; structures and activities of
the Conference and Forum ; and tools for lobbying and
networking via E-Mail.

SPECIAL ISSUE NUMBER 2

(THE TRIBUNE #53)

Get Set! Putting Issues & Activities into Place.
Regional issues and perspectives on the World
Conference , including reports from regional networks,
updates on the regional preparatory activities and followup plans, as well as preliminary information on
Conference and Forum planning .

SPECIAL ISSUE NUMBER 3 (THE TRIBUNE #55)
Go! Final Countdown on What's Planned for Beijing.
Information on workshops and activities scheduled for
the Conference and Forum, plus reports on the result of
the final NGO Consultation and Commission on the
Status of Women (CSW) meetings, including revisions
to and finalization of the Draft Platform for Action .

OTHER IWTC BEIJING RESOURCES ARE:
'95 NETWORKING DIRECTORY ($3 .00 / August 1994):
Features national focal points and preparatory
committees in 170 countries . An essential tool to enable
women worldwide to keep in touch with the Beij ing
process.
(Bulk Orders available)

CONFERENCE CALENDAR #3 ($2.00 / August 1994):
Lists women and development events taking place
worldwide in 1994 and 1995, including meetings
specifically related to plans and preparations for Beijing.
A special symbol indicates these
(Bulk orders available)

USE THE ORDER FORM IN THIS SECTION TO OBTAIN IWTC PUBLICATIONS ONLY
The Tribune #52. November 1994 - International Women 's Tribune Centre
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IWTC PUBLICATIONS
Women Celebrate the Decade

Images of the Decade

(15' tape/ 80 slides; $50.00 plus $5.75 postage)

(15' tape / 134 slides; $70.00 plus $10.50 postage)

This slide/tape presentation is a colourful overview of
the July 1985 NGO Forum and World Conference on
Women that took place in Nairobi, Kenya at the end
of the UN Decade for Women. The set provides
groups with an excellent background to Beijing '95.

This slide/tape presentation is an overview of events
held during the UN Decade for Women (1975-1985)
including the first World Conference on Women and
IWY Tribune held in Mexico City (1975), the second
World Conference on Women held in Copenhagen
(1980) and the third World Conference on Women
and NGO Forum held in Nairobi (1985). Selected
events, demonstrations and meetings of women held
in the years between theseworld meetings are also
shown.

Some 15,000 women from every region of the world
celebrated the culmination of a decade of efforts
towards the advancement of women, and lobbied for
acceptance by all countries of the Forward Looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women to the
Year 2000.
The package covers the opening and closing
ceremonies (including music) and a selection of the
over 2,000 workshops and events - outdoor
exhibitions, the Peace Tent, Kalibu (the multirereligions centre), Tech and Tools (the appropriate
technology event), the Film Festival, the Marketplace,
and many other scenes and situations.

Q

A feature of this one-of-a-kind slide presentation is a
selection of women's music that spans the 11 year
period covered in the presentation. Intended for a
140-slide carousel tray, space is left at the end for
the inclusion of slides that represent your group's
activities during the UN Decade for Women.

Where can I get a copy of the Draft Platform for
Action?

The latest version of the Draft Platform for
Action is available free of cost from the UN
Fourth World Conference Secretariat. It is
contained in the official Report of the 38th
Sessin of the UN Commission on the Status of
Women, March 1994.

Where can I get a copy of the regional plan of
action for my region?

plans of action can be obtained from
A theRegional
United Nations Regional Commission in
your region (names and addresses in Preview
'95 #3 insert).

Q
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Are the National Reports each country has
submitted to the UN World Conference on
Women Secretariat at the United Nations
available for anyone to read?

National reports should be available from your
A national
preparatory committee. See the IWTC
publication Directory of National Focal Points
or contact the Women's Bureau or Ministry of
Women's Affairs in your country.
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IWTC PUBLICATIONS ON WOMEN'S HUMAN RIGHTS
·---onl- . .

THE TRIBUNE

THE TRIBUNE

THE TRIBUNE

...,...n,,,y

. ....., ... , ...... ......, ... ,..
• #45 Women and Law

······••·••·····················
• #46 Violence
Against
Women

A quarterly women and development newsletter:
Eac h 48-page issue is on a specific subject concerning women and development.
With an emphasis on practical , action-oriented information , innovative women 's
p rojects are prese nted , news and use ful information described , names and
a d d resses o f o rg an isa t io ns wo rking in th e f ield li sted , and information on
conferences and other events provided. Available in English, Spanish and French .
Issues relevant to Women's Human Rights include:
• #45
Women and Law. 1990
• #46
Violence Against Women: Confronting Invisible Barriers to Development. 1991
• #51
Claiming Our Rights

-----------------------------------------------------ORDER FORM

□

ALL IWTC'S MATERIALS ARE FREE TO PEOPLE IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
If you would like a complete listing of all IWTC materials, please check this box ... .... .
TITLE

QTY

ITEM COST

TOTAL

POSTAGE AND HANDLING (see below)
TOTAL
POSTAGE AND HANDLING
USA AND CANADA- For orders under $25.00, add 20% fo r postage and handling. For orders of $25.00 and over, add 15%. Please inquire about
special postage rates for bulk orders.
ALL OTHER DEVELOPED COUNTRIES ( including EUROPE, JAPAN, AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND) · Add 25% of sale for surface mail or 50%
of sale for airmail pronted matter.

YOUR NAME: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
ADDRESS : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ CITY : - - - - -STATE :

-----------

_ __

- --

--

ZIP CADE : _ _ _ _ _ COUNTRY: - - - - - - - - - --

ORDERS MUST BE PREPAID IN US$. PLEASE MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S TRIBUNE CENTRE
SEND TO :

IWTC, 777 UNITED NATIONS PLAZA, NEW YORK, NY 10017, USA
The Tribune #52. November 1994 • International Women 's Tribune Centre
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S TRIBUNE CENTRE
WHAT IS IWTC?

IWTC Staff
Anne S. Walker ...... .. .. .. ........ Executive Director
Vicki J. Semler
... Associate Director
Alice Mastrangelo-Gittler .. .. .. Programme Associate
Joan Ross-Frankson ....... .... . Communications
Coordinator, Beijing
Pauline Tamesis..
. Programme Systems
Manager
Lourdes Vazquez...
.. .. Information Officer
Laurel Douglas .... ..
.. ... Graphic Artist
Vanessa Davis ................ .. ... .Office Services
Stephanie Banuelos
..... Special Training Projects

Part-Time:
Maria Angeles Molinero
Meera Singh
Karen Bishop
Chi Kwok
Carminia Avecilla

L. American Programme
Programme Assistant
Financial Controller
Bookkeeper
Invoicing, data base

IWTC Address
International Women 's Tribune Centre
777 United Nations Plaza
New York, NY 10017 USA
Tel:
(1-212) 687-8633
Fax:
(1-212) 661-2704
e-mail: iwtc@igc.apc.org

Women, Ink.
Alice Quinn
Rosemary Kalapurakal
Mary Wong

Manager
Marketing
Sales

NOTE:
Women , Ink. now accepts Visa and Mastercard

The International Women 's Tribune Centre (IWTC), an
international non-governmental organization, was set up
following the International Women 's Year Tribune (an NGO
forum of 6,000 women) held parallel to the UN's first world
conference on women in Mexico City, 1975. IWTC's purpose
is to facilitate the exchange of skills, experiences and ideas
among groups working to promote the more active and
equitable role of women in a sustainable development
process which is participatory and inclusive of all people.
Information , education , communication and organizing
activities form the core of IWTC's collaborative action
programme. These activities are, in turn, focused on
providing information/communication support and basic
technical assistance and training in four sector areas: (1)
information, communication and networking, (2) science,
technology and environment, (3) community economic
development and (4) women organizing.
Working as a clearinghouse of information on women and
development, IWTC manages an "information to action"
Resource Centre of some 3,000 selected monographs and
800 periodicals. As a producer of education and information
resources, IWTC seeks to translate research findings and
policy mandates into information materials that bridge the
gap between policy and action. These materials include:
training manuals, directories, resource books, posters,
postcards; a Computer NewsNote covering desktop
publishing and e-mail ; a Funding NewsNote reporting on
new funding sources for women's projects; and Preview '95
highlighting preparations for the UN World Conference and
NGO Forum on Women, Beijing, 1995. IWTC also produces
various audio-visual materials, and a quarterly newsletter,
The Tribune, which reaches more than 18,000 individuals and
organizations worldwide with the majority of contacts in Asia,
the Pacific , Africa, Western Asia, Latin America and the
Caribbean . IWTC's Women, Ink. programme markets and
disseminates more than 140 women and development
publications worldwide.
IWTC is supported by grants from the development agencies
of Australia, Canada, Denmark, Finland, the Netherlands and
Sweden with additional funds for special projects coming
from UNIFEM, UNFPA and church and foundation groups in
the USA.
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